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Principal's Message

October I s s u e u

2017 is a special year for Bukit Merah Secondary School (or BMSS, as we fondly
call it). We have embarked on the exciting new journey as a merged school – the
merger of Bukit Merah Secondary School and Henderson Secondary School. I
am absolutely honoured to be appointed to lead this school and hope that the
experiences I have gained from my five previous schools and MOE HQ will help
me to guide our teachers and nurture future-ready students.
Our merger school is the coming together of two good schools with rich histories,
sound practices and great achievements. This synergy will reap benefits for our
students through the provision of a wide range of quality instructional programmes,
Co-Curricular Activities and up-to-date facilities.
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A New Beginning

3

Exploring the
Arts

The theme for 2017 is “Together, A New Beginning”, signifying the collective aspiration of our
students, staff, parents and school partners to come together as one to give our best to build on the
many great achievements that both schools have attained over the past years and better them in
the years ahead. Some of these achievements are featured in this newsletter.
In Bukit Merah Secondary, students are always at the centre of our consideration, and staff members
are instrumental in helping the school to achieve its objectives. Hear from some of our current
students, who share about their experiences as Merahans, in the following pages. Their personal
experience represents the positive holistic education we strive to give every single Merahan.
With the good foundation laid down by my predecessors and the continued strong support from our
staff and stakeholders, I am confident that Bukit Merah Secondary will be able to rise up to meet
the challenges of the future and scale greater heights.
Together, A New Beginning!

Timothy Cheng
Principal
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Ang Xin Hui & Muhammad Elfy Bin Ismail (1N1)

A

lthough they have been in the Merahan family for less than a year, both Xin Hui
and Elfy feel strongly about BMSS. “I’m very happy to be in this school,”
Xin Hui said with great passion.
They have many reasons for loving the school. First and foremost are the teachers,
whom they say are very friendly and helpful. Both have learnt a lot not just about
their subjects, but also about life, from their teachers who teach them values
through sharing their personal stories.

Xin Hui and Elfy have also been given opportunities to develop their character.
According to Elfy, he used to be a “naughty, disrespectful” student. However,
being given the opportunity to lead his class as a vice-chairman opened his eyes
to his own potential. “It made me feel that as a vice-chairman, I should be like
a bamboo, to bounce back (from the challenges he faces).”

Xin Hui, on the other hand, took the opportunity she had during the Sec 1 orientation
camp to conquer her childhood fear of heights. The camp also helped her to bond
with her new classmates, who helped her to overcome her past as a victim of bullying.
At the end of the interview, Xin Hui and Elfy looked at each other and unanimously
proclaimed: “Those who come here will not regret it!”
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Ong Zheng Kai (2E1)

Z

heng Kai’s most significant experience in BMSS so far has been in the school’s
Aesthetics Education Programme (AEP), where he got to learn how to create
stop motion animation. This was a skill he chose for himself out of a list of seven skills
students could opt to learn, which included Bollywood dance, Hip Hop dance, drama
and percussion. These classes took place once a week after school throughout Term
2, and culminated in a showcase for the students to show off their new talents to their
parents, teachers and friends.

Zheng Kai’s project was to work together
with his team to produce their very own
stop motion animation film. They did
everything from scratch – first drawing
up their own storyboard, then creating
figurines and background for the film out
of clay and paper, followed by
painstakingly arranging everything
to be photographed, and finally
putting all the photographs
together into a film, which they
edited digitally. Although the
students were guided by a
professional in that field, they were the ones who came up with the ideas
and all the props they wanted to use. Furthermore, they had to learn how
to resolve team disputes as well as fulfil all the required steps within the
deadline they were given.

Shout OUT!
“The AEP enabled me to embrace my full potential
in film making. It taught me different skills such as

leadership

skills

and even taught me how to plan my

time better. I definitely do not regret making this decision.
Because the video was really well done, now everybody
knows me as the class

photographer.”

BMSS
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From SHY Boys
to CONFIDENT Young Men

L

ooking at both Yun Jun Long (3E1) and Ho Zong Xi (3E3) now, you would never
have guessed that the both of them described themselves to be “shy, reserved,
and quiet” in the past. Both of them are now confident members of the school’s
prefectorial board executive committee who can easily command the attention of the
school during the flag raising ceremony in the mornings. They owe the change to
the supportive and encouraging environment in BMSS where they were given the
opportunities to serve the school as student leaders in Secondary 1.
After their nominations as prefects, they were motivated to step out of their comfort
zone and take the initiative to interact with others—an act unimaginable to them before.

Z

ong Xi shared about his experience at the Secondary 3 level camp where he
and his friends overcame their fear of heights to attempt the high elements
with the encouragement of the
camp trainers and their peers. “It
was a liberating experience...to
know that I could achieve things
that I never thought I could have
before.”
Both of them also agreed that the camp gave
them the opportunity to form a deeper bond with their peers and taught them
how to work effectively in groups through the challenging activities that required
synergy in a team to overcome.

F

Developing PASSION
and TALENT

azilah Bte Mohamed Faisal (3T2) is an enthusiastic member of the school’s
Concert Band. She talks about the band’s performances in
school fondly; she takes pride in these performing opportunities
and sees them as motivation to improve her playing. Amongst
her most memorable experiences during her time in BMSS is the
Singapore Youth Festival (SYF) Arts Presentation.
“Participating in SYF developed my self-discipline and
encouraged me to push my limits,” Fazilah responded
intently when asked about her SYF experience. She was also
appreciative of the leadership opportunities in the Concert
Band where she held the position of Section Leader (Trumpet
Section) in Secondary 2. According to her, “It was challenging
to lead the section as junior member, but I learnt how to
manage and communicate with people more effectively.”

A

side from developing her musical talents in the school’s Concert Band, Fazilah
also enjoys studying Elements of Business Skills in school. Under the school’s
initiative, students had the rare opportunity of applying what they have learnt from
their textbooks into the real world. Fazilah was one of the selected students for a
work experience programme where students were attached to the Mandarin Oriental
during the 2017 Singapore Grand Prix Formula 1 Race. Under the programme, she
undertook the role of a hotel steward where she was able to apply the theories in
customer service in her work. She described the experience as “extremely tiring”
but “fulfilling and meaningful” as she got a glimpse into the real working world.
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Learning BEYOND
the CLASSROOM

W

hat do baristas doing coffee art, junior chefs carving food, kart
racers and car servicers, make-up artists and hospitality staff, sports
trainers and fitness analysts have in common?
These were some of the jobs that our Secondary 3 Normal stream students
had a chance to try their hand at when they took elective modules of their
choice as part of the Experiential Learning Programme (ELP).

E

very Friday in Semester 1, these Secondary 3 students
ventured beyond the classroom to take elective modules
that provided them with a glimpse of possible career paths in
industries like hospitality, beauty, sports and entertainment.
This culminated in a presentation to the school leaders,
teachers as well as their peers.
Apart from the modules, they also participated in classbased activities to build positive relationships and subjectbased hands-on activities to make learning relevant and interesting.
It was indeed a rich and joyful learning experience for the students who enjoyed and benefited
from the activities!

BMSS
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Applied
Learning Programme (ALP)
"C

reative Robotics and Engineering", the ALP of Bukit Merah Secondary
School, allows all Merahans to experience a two-year programme that
incoporates the Design Thinking methodology and problem-based learning.
This programme focuses on using robotics and engineering to solve real world
problems, thus training students to be critical and inventive thinkers.
The programme consists of two tiers:
The Tier 1 Programme exposes all lower
Secondary students to coding, programming
and designing. At the end of the programme,
students have to re-programme a robot to
solve a real-life context problem. Students
have to apply their knowledge in coding learnt
in Secondary 1, as well as design a suitable
hardware using a 3D Computer-Aided Drawing software before
fabricating it with rapid prototyping technology using 3D printers.

I

n the Tier 2 Programme, students who have shown interest
or flair in coding are given a platform to showcase their
talents through the Infocomm & Robotics Club and the Design
& Innovation Club co-curricular activities. They are also given
opportunities to display their talents in various STEM-related
competitions, such as the STEM Shell Challenge, F1 in
Schools, Toy Design Competition and National Earthquake
Competition.
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BMSS

Learning
for Life Programme (LLP)
L

LP in Bukit Merah Secondary School teaches students character development and
leadership through sports and outdoor activities in three main ways.

1
2

3

Day-to-Day Values

During physical education lessons, students are given responsibilities
through different team roles such as captain, vice-captain, scorer
and referee. In addition, our teachers focus on one value per sport
by capturing moments when students display it or designing lessons
to create opportunities for students to display the value. At the end of
the lesson, time is allocated for students to do self-reflection in their
individual diaries.

Every Student an Achiever

Every Secondary 2 and 3 student is registered to take part in the National
Youth Achievement Award (Bronze). This pushes students to where they
will develop and maximises their potential through community service,
challenges of adventure, skills development and physical recreation so
that they may be exceptional individuals who can contribute effectively to the society and nation.

Leadership Training

In Secondary 3, selected student leaders
attend an inter-school Outward Bound
Singapore Camp for 5 days 4 nights to apply
their leadership training to a bigger platform
and learn from peers from other schools.

Reading
Excellence Award
T

he school's efforts in promoting school-wide reading were affirmed when we
received the inaugural Reading Excellence Award (Second Place) organised by
the National Library Board and the Ministry of Education. At Bukit Merah Secondary
School, two key values underpin our efforts in the promotion of school-wide reading:
“every educator a reading role model” and “every student a reader”.
Past initiatives included the Principal’s Selections featuring books bought by the
Principal for the students, as well as the Book a Book programme, where students
chose their own books from a small selection which the school subsidised. This was
followed up by a book project carried out in class.

Our long-time partnership with the National Library Board also gives us access to
resources such as Book Buzzes – introductions of books by NLB librarians – and books that students can take home for
free via the Book Cross Programme.
Today, the Principal’s Selections have evolved into selections by various teachers and students, who choose books to add
on to the school library. These selections are accompanied by Book Buzzes conducted by them to introduce and promote
new books throughout the year.
BMSS
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BMSS
Floorball Experience!
The

F

loorball has always held a special place in the hearts of Merahans, being our niche
sport CCA. Every year, our lower and upper secondary boys’ and girls’ school
teams train tirelessly in preparation for national competitions. This year, the B Division
girls won 4th place in their category.

However it is not just about the achievement. Floorball is
also about team spirit and what values the sport imparts.
Benjamin, one of the B Division team players, elaborates
on how playing floorball teaches him perseverance:
“Once, in a match, we were 3 goals down from our
opponent. It was then that I decided to give it my all
and fight for the team. We ended up winning 7-3.”

T

he floorballers are also a tight-knit group, helping one another both on and off
the court. When one of the boys was scolded badly for making mistakes on
court during a competition, his teammates encouraged him to just give it his best
shot and believe in himself. Outside the court, groups of floorballers also help
one another with their homework and revision, even if some of them come from
different classes and streams. These are memories and values that will stay with
these students even after they graduate from BMSS.
Floorball is now a sport that all Merahans will have a chance to play in order to
experience the teamwork and values it inculcates!
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BMSS
Turns

50 in 2018!

W

e cordially invite you to join us in a variety
of fun and memorable events lined up to
commemorate the school’s 50th anniversary.
To find out more, simply SCAN the QR Code
found in the bottom right-hand corner of
this page!
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